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Pi(.l(s Read-aloud favorites

B Doggy Defenders: Willow the
Therapy Dog (Lisa M. Geriy)
some dogs have incredible jobs help-
ing people. and
Willow is one
of them. This
nonfiction
book follows a therapy dog named
Willow through her day au work. She
spreads cheerin a lmspual and a
retired veterans' home, and she even
“reacs” with children at a library. Part
of the Doggy Delenders series.

M Hair Like Minc

{(LeTushia M. Perry)

Alittle girl thinks her hatr 13 oo curly
and [rizzy, and she swruggles w find
someone with hair like hers, With
guidance from her mother, who
insists that no two people have the
same hair. face, or toes, the girl learns
about the value of dillerences.

B The One Day House
(fulia Durango)
This is the heart-
wariing story of a
voung boy named Wilson and his
older neighbor. Gigi. When Gigi's
house desperately needs repairs, Wil-
son wants to make it nicer for her.
Thanks o caring [ricuds and neigh-
bors, he gets his wish faster than he
imagined. {Also available in Spanish.)

M Ronan the Librarian

(Tewee Luebbe and Becky Cattic)

No legendry barbarian wants to read

abook .. right? Thats what Ronan

the Barbarian thinks unul he finds a

book 1 his raided veasure, He loves

the book so much that

he teaches his {ellow
barbarians o enjoy
reading. oo,
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Make time for reading

Any time is a greal ime for
vour child to read! Here's
how 1o [it more reading
into busy davs.

Check the weather

Invite your youngster

1o be the lamily weather
reporter. Each evening,
she can read tomorrows
lorecast in the newspa-
per or on your phone’s
weather app. Encourage
her w use weather sym-
bols, such as raindrops or
suns, if she needs a liule help
figuring out the words. Soon she'll
recognize words like rainy and suany
right away.

Explore recipes

When vou cook. let your child read
the recipe with vou. Make it casier v
having her get ot the ingredients. Hear-
ing vou say potatoes or cheese, finding
the item. and maybe secing the word on
the package will help her as she sounds
out the words in the recipe. Tip: For

“Will vou be my pen pal?™ With this
idlea, vour voungster can write friendly
lerters and stay close 1o loved ones.

Together, ask a relative 10 be your
childs pen pal. Explain that vour
youngster is learning 1o write—and

oul stationery or search onling for ~
tonery printables kids.”

("How is vour job?”

read the letter—and write a reph ¥

they can help! Then, let vour child pick
free sta-

Now help vour voungster write a greeting (*Dear Aunt Lori™). Underneath,
he could write about or draw pictures of activities he's been doing, like roller
skating or caring for his new kitten, He should also ask his pen pal questions.
Y When vour relative writes back. vou and vour chilid can

math practice, she could read the nwm-
bers and {ractions in the vecipe. oo,

Listen to audiobooks

While you're working rom home or
l'llllllillg CI'I"{H'I(.[S. your )OngSlcr can
enjoy books independently. Download
audiobooks and check owt print ver
sions of the same books from the
library: She can {ollow along with the
story as she turns the pages and perhaps
learn (o recognize new words ¥
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What sounds do you hear?

Sounds and svllables are like the nuis and

bolts of words. Call vour youngsters
attention to word parts with these activi-
ties that will help him grow mto a
strong reader.

Swap the sound. Wilh vour youngster,
think ol a word family, or a group of
words with the same “last name” (for
example, -all), Now take tuns saving

a word with that ending (fall. walli. i
you sayv a nonsense word (zafl). ask vour

child to make up asilly definition. “Zall: A black-
and-white striped ball that zebras play with!”

.
- samaenesesosanan,
Tfrrasunnaacaratnnened ‘e,

Sensational
writing tools

Put down your pencils!
Your child can practice forming letters and
words with these lun-to-touch materials.

Sugar

Let vour voungster spread a thin
laver of sugar on a haking sheet. Then,
she could write cach leuer of the alpha-
bet with her finger.

Paint

Have vour child dip her finger in paimt
and write on constrietion paper. She
might write the color word that matches
cach color of paint she uses. like yellow
for vellow paini.

Soil

Your voungster will get fresh air and
enjoy nature by writing owtside. Help her
find a stick and a patch of soil. She could
ctch words in the dirt, perhaps o list
things she sces owdoors {hinds, clouds). ¥
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Blend the consonants. I1ave your
voungster put these leter tiles or
miagnetic letwers into a bag: B. C. F
GILL P RS, T oand W He can
pull out two letters (perhaps S and
P). then help him try to blend
them and say a word that includes
the blended sound (spicer). I the
sounds cant be blended. like B
anrd T, he should put them back
and pull out new leuers.

Subtract a syllable. Sav o familiar
word that has more than one syl-
lable, such as prnpkin or refevision. Now encourage your
voungster 1o take away one or mote of the svllables: ~1f vou
take premp out of prmpkin, what do vou have leflt?” (Answer:
ki) What happens il he “subtracis™ vision from television?
i (He'll have (ele. )W

.
P L LT RN
[ . ..o--c--c--o----.l-"‘ tree.,
e Teeinvsressscnbuanoasnend .ﬂ

Don’t forget the spaces!

@ Whten my davghier wittes, awhoele
sentence sometinees looks lilke one long word. How
can [ get her to put spdces between words?

0:\51\' her to read her writing out
loud so she can “hear™ the spaces. As
she reads, have her draw a vertical line
where she thinks each space should be.

You can also show her spaces in books. Pick
asentenee. and ask her to count the words. She'll need 1o pay attention to the
spaces o figure out how many words there are

Finally, encourage hev to use her finger as a “space bar™ by laving it on her paper
after she writes cach word. fuwill show her how much space 1o leave before she
begins the next word. Or let her decorate a cralt stick with stickers and use that as
aspace bar ¥
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Play library—at home

My son Elijah and
I missed our weekly visits when the
pandemic closed down our library, So
he came up with the idea to play
hibrary at home, which has
given us a nice way o alk
about books.

First. Elijaly made library
cards for all of us. To play. g
we place books around
our living rovm and use
the collee table as the
checkout counter. Some-
timwes Elijah is the Librar-
i, He recommendds

books for me. "scans” them at the
checkout, and leads story hour. Other
tmes, we trade roles. After we finish

playing. we pul the books hack
on the shell in alphabetical
order. just like real librari-
ans do.

Were enjoving libran
time even when we're
not at the actual Ribran,
and Elijah is learning w
think critically about
books Lo give good
recommendations. ¥
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Creepy Crawly Crime
{Aaron Reynoles)

In the first book of the Joey Fly: Privae
Eve series. this graphic novel mystery
stars ant all-bug cast. Joev Fly is a detee-
tive who wants o protect Bug Ciy His
tatest case: Find Delilah the buner(lys
missing diamond pencil case.

B The Thrifty Guide to Ancient Rome
(Jonathan W Stokes)

Your child will become a “time traveler’
in this guidebook that transports read-
crs to Ancient Rome. A humorous book
from the Thrifty
Guide series, it
weaves in his-
torical information and introduces
voung readers to an important period in
history: Includes maps and illusirations,
and advises travelers on where to stay,
whal to wear. and more.

M Sarai and the Meaning
of Awesome (Sarai #1)
(Sarai Genzalez and
Monica Brown)

Surai has always lived
close 1o her cousins and grandparents,
When their rented home goes up for
sale. her mission is to raise money so
thev don't have 1o move. She sells cup-
cakes and lemonade, and even enters a
dance contest. Book 1 in the Sarai
series. (Also available in Spanish.)

M 10 Plants that Shook the World
(Gillian Richanlson)

How much trouble can a simple plant
cause? Plenty! This book gets to the
toots of 10 plants that started wars,
helped medicine. and aliered history
Fun facts, history: and ance-

dotes show how semething

as small as a plant can

change the world. 5

B Jocy Fly Private Eye in A
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Fall for nonfiction

Reading abou the real world is
fascinating! Whether vour child is
already a nonfiction reader or1s
new to these books, you can help
him fall in love with “realit
reading.” Try these tips.

Discover interesting people

Biographics, awobiographics,
memoirs, and diaries arc often
papular with youngsters.
Encourage vour child o find
hooks about athletes. inventors, or
presidents, Just one good story can get
him hooked on nenfiction.

Use fiction as inspiration

Sometimes the setting or subject of a
novel can lead 1o new nonliction read-
ing. Talk o your voungster abow fiction
he reads, and suggest opics he might
loak e, Was he fascinated by New
York Cuty or the Roaring Twenties in a
recent story? He could ask a librarian 1o
recommend nonfiction books that give
him the real scoop.

Keep up with the news
The newspaper is a regular source of
nonfiction. Hand vour child a section.

Unraveling words

and invite him to read alongside you. He
can try different parts to lind a favorite
—and w discover various kinds ol non-
fiction. For instance. he could read fac
wal accounts in the news section and
persuasive picces on the opinion page.
Tip: Share news websiles, wo.

Explore a school subject

Perhaps your youngster is studyving
the solar system in science class or
Greek miyihology in social studies. Have
hin type that wpic into the library data
base and look for nonfiction books. They
can deepen his knowledge and offer new
insights that will help him in school.

it out:

\in the futwre, i

Your youngster is reading and comes o a word
she doesnt know the meaning of. What does
she do? These strategies can help her figure

® Reread the sentence, and iy to substitute a
different word that would make seuse. The con-
text might make the unfamiliar word clear.

@ Stuchy the word for clues. Does she recoghize any part of the word, such as a pre-
fix (begmning . suffiy (ending). or root (base word)?

@ W\ rite down the word. Then. look up is meaning and synonvims in a dictionar
or a thesaurus. Seeing synonvins for the word can help her remember its definition
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Authors as role models

The pages of vour chikls favor-
ite book hold more than a good
tale. Thev contain exanples of
writing techniques she can use
in her own stories. Encourage
her to watch for these,

Transitions. Good writing
flows smoeothly from one event
10 another. and wansition words
andl phrases make tha happen.
Suggest that vour youngster look closely

at how an author switches the action to adif-

ferent place ("Meanwhile, back at the villains lair ...} or time
(Later, while Mom [ixed dinner .7, Ask her why clear transi-
tions are important (they lead the reader through the story).

f
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Make reading fun(ny)

Psst! Want your youngster to spend
more time reading? Tickle her funny
bone! Consider these three hints.

1. Keep joke books and volumes of silly
poems on the coffee table, in the bath-
roon. and in the car for quick reading
any time.

2. Help your child find humorous stories
at the librane She could ask her teacher.
the librarian, or cousius and [riends for
[unny authors they like. (Two to try: Tom
Angleberger and Jelf Kinney:)

3. Look up comic books at the library:
Also, when vou read a Tunny comic strip
or cartoon in the newspaper, cut it out io
share with her. or email vour voungster
ones that vou find online. §!
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When she writes a story: suggest that
she circle places where the action
changes. Then she can come up
with interesting transitions.

Tense. An awhor mav choose
10 write in the past or present
ense. Have vour child look for
books with exanmiples of cach
and ury reading a sentence or two
in the opposite tense. Evample:
he leaves are falling from the
tree” (present) vs, “The leaves [ell
from the tree”™ (past). Which does she
prefer? What effect does cach have? The present tense man
make her lecl like the story is happening right now, for
instance. Encourage hev to experiment with each technique
i her own stenies. |j
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Act it out

When my son Steven had
trouble following story plots. the reading
specialist suggested that we take advan-
tage of the fact that he likes to per-
lore in schoo! plays, She said they
were acting out reading material duar
ing resource sessions at school, and she
thought this approach would work at home, (oo,

The funmy thing is. it has turned out 1o be a great activity for our entire family
To “see” the action in the novel he was reading for class, we used his liule broth-
er's action figures as characters from the st

While Tread, Steven and Timmy moved the figures around on the able according
to the description from the book. Then, the two bovs acted owt the chapier them-
selves, As Steven made up the dialogue, 1 eould tell that he understood what had
happened in the story: Now reading time has wmed into acting time! i

What'’s in a contraction?

[l have some peas.” Evervone must lis
ten Closely to see ifanyone uses a con-
traction. Who can go the longest without
saying one?

Contractions such as 3.
she'll, and weuldnt add vari-
ety to our language and help 1o make
writing flow smoothly. These activities
will show your voungster how language
sounds without contractions and help
him learn to spell them.

Talk and listen
Announce that no contractions
are allowed ar dinmer! D
ing conversations, vour
child will need 10
choose his words
carcfully: He might
say, “Fwill have
some peas” instead ol

Read and write
Ask vour voungster to read a short
newspaper article owt loud. replacing
cach contraction with the two words that
form it. For example, il he sces vou'ee,
he would sav you are. Then, have
him write cach contraction on
one side of an index card and
the two words that form it on
the other side, This wilt help
him remember the correct
spelling.




